
Course Unit Descriptor 

Study Programme: History 

Course Unit Title: POLITICAL IDEOLOGIES OF THE 20TH CENTURY 

Course Unit Code: 21ИМ013 

Name of Lecturer(s): Assist. Prof. Miroslav Pavlović, PhD 

Type and Level of Studies: Master’s degree 

Course Status (compulsory/elective): Elective  

Semester (winter/summer): winter 

Language of instruction: English 

Mode of course unit delivery (face-to-face/distance learning): face-to-face 

Number of ECTS Allocated: 5 

Prerequisites: enrolled in the 1st year (1st semester) of Master's Program in History 

Course Aims: 

Introducing students to the most important ideologies of the 20th century, fascism and socialism; their processes 

of formation, development, basic ideas, theoretical foundations and historical practice. Developing critical 

thinking and a multi-perspective approach in independent interpreting the results of scientific research. 

Learning Outcomes: 

The ability to independently describe and interpret the most important historical phenomena, events, and 

processes based on the results of modern scientific research and critical analysis of historical sources and 

literature. 

Syllabus: 

Theory 

Ideas and ideologies, an attempt to define and define terms, liberalism, conservatism, nationalism, and religious 

fundamentalism. Definition of fascism, fascism in the narrower and broader sense, proto-fascism, roots and 

origins. Evolution and components of fascist ideology, nation and race, history of racism and anti-Semitism in 

Europe. Fascism and society, questioning the concept of totalitarianism. A special review of two basic varieties, 

Italian fascism and German National Socialism, similarities and differences, ideology in practice, transformation 

and development. Other variants of fascism, neo-fascism. 

Development of socialist thought, anarchism, theory of Marxism, socialism and communism, conceptually 

definition, similarities and differences, history. Stalinism and the idea of communism in one country, the 

European left, the challenge of fascism. Socialism as an intellectual challenge of the epoch, France and 

European left, social democracy, Eurocommunism. Socialism, from emancipation to dictatorships, the 

intellectual resistance of the Eastern European intelligentsia. Communism as a utopia, the twilight of ideology, 

socialism in the XXI century. 

Practice 

Reading of historical sources and literature and critical reflection on them, presentation of students' homework. 

Required Reading: 

1. Hejvud, E. (2005). Političke ideologije: uvod. Beograd: Zavod za udžbenike i nastavna sredstva. 

2. Андреј, М. (2009). Фашизам и нацизам, Београд:Удружење за друштвену историју. 

3. Passmore, K. (2004). Fašizam. Sarajevo: Šahinpašić. 



4. Fire, F. (1997). Prošlost jedne iluzije: komunizam u dvadesetom veku. Beograd: Paideia. 

5. Stanley P. (1995). A History of Fascism 1914-1945. Madison: University of Wisconsin Press. 

6. Davies, P. Lynch D. (2002). The Routledge Companion to Fascism and the Far Right. London, New York: 

Routledge. 

7. Griffin, R. (2002). The Nature of Fascism. London: Palgrave. 

8. Newman, M. (2005). Socialism: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

9. Hobsbawm, E. (2012). How to Change the World: Reflections on Marx and Marxism. New 

Haven: Yale University Press. 
 

Weekly Contact Hours: Lectures: 2 Practical work: 2 

Teaching Methods: 

Lectures, discussion, group and individual tutorials, mentorship, individual student work 

Knowledge Assessment (maximum of 100 points): 

Pre-exam obligations points Final exam points 

Active class 

participation 
20 written exam  

Practical work 20 oral exam 60 

Preliminary exam(s)  …….  

Seminar(s)    

The methods of knowledge assessment may differ; the table presents only some of the options: written exam, oral exam, 

project presentation, seminars, etc. 

 

 

 

 
 


