
Course Unit Descriptor 

Study Programme: History 

Course Unit Title: SOCIAL HISTORY OF THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE 

Course Unit Code: 21ИД005 

Name of Lecturer(s): Assist. Prof. Miroslav Pavlović, PhD 

Type and Level of Studies: PhD 

Course Status (compulsory/elective): Elective  

Semester (winter/summer): winter 

Language of instruction: English 

Mode of course unit delivery (face-to-face/distance learning): face-to-face 

Number of ECTS Allocated: 10 

Prerequisites: enrolled in the PhD Program in History 

Course Aims: 

Introducing students to the most important historical phenomena, events and processes in the social history of 

the Ottoman Empire. Developing critical thinking and a multi-perspective approach in independently 

interpreting the results of scientific research. Acquaintance with relevant literature, historical sources, 

peculiarities of the archival and paleographic-diplomatic approach to the study of Ottoman history. 

Learning Outcomes: 

The ability to independently describe and interpret the most important historical phenomena, events, and 

processes based on the results of modern scientific research and critical analysis of historical sources and 

literature. 

Syllabus: 

Theory 

The Ottoman state and society, the Ottoman state system, the organization of ulema and kalemiye classes, the 

importance of the gazi ideology and the center-periphery relationship in the Ottoman society. The principle of 

religious tolerance and the millet system, the organization of guilds, the structure of Ottoman society, soldiers 

and re‘aya. Legal and political position of non-Muslims, timar system, economy, and taxation. Ottoman law, 

Shari‘a and kanun, education and religion. Ottoman literature, political literature, art and architecture. Ottoman 

society in the period of social transformation, a‘yans, the emergence of çiftlıks, society durıng the period of 

Tanzimat reforms. 

Practice 

Introduction with Ottoman paleography and diplomacy, reading historical sources. 

Required Reading: 

1. Inalcik H i dr. (1997) An Economic and Social History of Ottoman Empire, Vol. I-II, Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press. 

2. Inalcik H. i dr. (2006-2013) The Cambridge History of Turkey, Vol. I-IV, Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press. 

3. Ihsanoğlu E. (2004/2008) Historija Osmanske države i civilizacije, I,II, Sarajevo: Orijentalni institut. 

4. Faroqhi, S. (2009) Sultanovi podanici. Kultura i svakodnevica u Osmanskom carstvu, Zagreb: Golden 

marketing. 

5. Faroqhi, S. (2011) Artisans of Empire: Crafts and Craftspeople under the Ottomans, London: I.B. Tauris. 



6. Faroqhi, S. (2002) Stories of Ottoman Men and Women. Establishing Status, Establishing Control, Istanbul: 

Eren. 

7. Berkes N. (1998) Ahmad Feroz, The Development of Secularism in Turkey, London: Hrust & Company. 

8. Barkey, K. (1996) Bandits and Bureaucrafts: The Ottoman Route to State Centralization, London: Cornell 

University Press. 

9. Masters, B. (2001) Christians and Jews in the Ottoman Arab World: The Roots of Sectarianism, 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

10. Peirce, L. (1993) The Imperial Harem: Women and Sovereignty in the Ottoman Empire, Oxford: Oxford 

Univesity Press 

Weekly Contact Hours: Lectures: Practical work: 

Teaching Methods: 

Lectures, discussion, group and individual tutorials, mentorship, individual student work 

Knowledge Assessment (maximum of 100 points): 

Pre-exam obligations points Final exam points 

Active class 

participation 
 written exam  

Practical work  oral exam 100 

Preliminary exam(s)  …….  

Seminar(s)    

The methods of knowledge assessment may differ; the table presents only some of the options: written exam, oral exam, 

project presentation, seminars, etc. 

 

 

 

 
 


